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Calyx thinly membranous, flat, 3-toothed. Petals connate at the
base Stamens 6, sometimes 9 in the male flowers, in the male
flowers inserted in the corolla-tube, in hermaphrodite flowers
in its throat; anthers sagittate, attached at the back above the
base to the subulate filaments. Ovary 3-celled, narrowed into
the short style. Fruit an ovoid or subglobose 1-seeded drupe,
with the rudiments of 2 abortive carpels, supported by the
marceseent calyx, petals, and the remains of the filaments, i-J
inch in diameter, surface minutely wrinkled; albumen horny,
with a central cavity.
Becoari is of opinion that there exist several forms of Nan-
norhops ritchieana on account of its wide distribution in the
arid region of Western India, Baluchistan and Afghanistan.
He says that the seeds show marked differences, some being
spherical, others oval, some measuring J inch in diameter, others
<- inch. The seeds are said to be very hard and the albumen
homogeneous.l
germination.—The successive stages in the development of
this palm, as observed by Holm,2 are given in figure 16.
habitat.—Sind, Baluchistan, Punjab, Afghanistan: Abundant
in the Peshawar Valley, in Kohat, and in the trans-Indus territory
along the eastern skirts of the Suliman range, ascending up to
3,000 feet; on the hills which form the western boundary of
Sind; common locally on a limited area in the central Salt
range, between 2,500 and 5,000 feet, and on Mount Sakesar; in
one place in the Siwalik tract east of the Jhelam, near Sumani
above Bhimbur; common in the Khaiber Pass, and generally in
the low arid mountains of eastern Afghanistan; everywhere
up to 5,000 feet in Baluchistan and Mekran, except near the
coast.
flowers.—From August to November; fruit ripens in summer.
usbs.— It is a very useful plant in the arid regions where it
is common. The stems, leaves, and petioles serve as fuel; the
delicate young leaves are eaten as a vegetable; the reddish-
brown, moss-like wool of the petioles is impregnated with saltpeter
and used as tinder for matchlocks; the matting made of the leaves
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